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Texas (Mr. SMITH), chairman of the
Courts, the Internet, and Intellectual
Property Subcommittee of the House
Committee on the Judiciary and a real
leader on technology issues in the Con-
gress.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman from Virginia
(Chairman GOODLATTE) for his nice
comments, and I am happy to join him
in cosponsoring this legislation, but I
especially want to express my appre-
ciation to him for being the author and
introducing this legislation.

Computer spyware is a growing prob-
lem that threatens the future of com-
merce over the Internet. A recent re-
port found that more than 3 million
scans for spyware have been performed
just this year alone. These scans re-
vealed approximately 83 million in-
stances of spyware. That is certainly
disturbing.

Spyware can be a confusing problem
for consumers. Many do not know they
have it, or if they do, they do not know
how to get rid of it. A Yahoo! Internet
search of the term ‘‘spyware’ yields
over 8 million results. It is no wonder
that the problem is only getting worse.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4661 addresses
spyware through the regulation of bad
behavior rather than the regulation of
technology. It provides strong pen-
alties for those who engage in the il-
licit activities of spyware and phishing.

Rather than add to an already con-
fusing regulatory structure, the bill
takes a very narrow approach. H.R.
4661 sets strong penalties for anyone
who intentionally uses software to
break into a computer in order to alter
security settings or obtain personal in-
formation. It further authorizes money
for the Department of Justice to pros-
ecute spyware and phishing crimes.

Mr. Speaker, I again urge my col-
leagues to put an end to spyware and
support this bill, and again I want to
thank the gentleman from Virginia
(Chairman GOODLATTE) for introducing
this piece of legislation.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of H.R. 4661, the “Internet
Spyware Prevention Act of 2004.” This narrow
criminal legislation will deter and allow the
prosecution of the worst forms of behavior in-
volving spyware by providing additional tools
and resources to criminal prosecutors. | would
like to thank the Gentleman from Virginia, Mr.
GOODLATTE, for introducing the legislation be-
fore us today.

Technologies designed to enhance the
speed and efficiency of data transfer have
fueled the explosive growth of the Internet.
Unfortunately, the sad reality is that the same
software and technology innovations that have
enhanced and personalized usage of the Inter-
net can also provide opportunities for abuse
and illegal behavior.

Like many other ills on the Internet these
latest malicious behaviors cannot be stopped
by federal legislation alone. In fact, there is no
one silver bullet—legal, regulatory, or techno-
logical—to end the misuse of spyware or the
related practice of “phishing.” But greater con-
sumer awareness and use of available techno-
logical countermeasures clearly hold the great-
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est promise for curbing these abusive prac-
tices. Congressional efforts will only help if
they focus on behavior—not rapidly changing
technology.

H.R. 4661 is a good start because it fo-
cuses on behavior that is criminal, not on
technologies. Unlike some other proposals,
this bill does not set up new requirements that
dictate how things appear on a computer
screen or that bombard a user with unwanted
notices. Nor does this bill pose the same dan-
gers of strict liability for legitimate companies
who make a mistake. In short, it represents a
measured solution to the problem it seeks to
correct.

| believe that this narrow legislation updating
necessary criminal law provisions and empha-
sizing increased enforcement, rather than
broad regulation, is the correct legislative re-
sponse at this time. | urge may colleagues to
support H.R. 4661 and reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I
urge my colleagues to support this leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CULBERSON). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 4661, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Mr. Monahan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed
bills of the following titles in which
the concurrence of the House is re-
quested:

S. 1134. An act to reauthorize and improve
the program authorized by the Public Works
and Economic Development Act of 1965.

S. 2796. An act to clarify that service
marks, collective marks, and certification
marks are entitled to the same protections,
rights, and privileges of trademarks.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed with an amendment
in which the concurrence of the House
is requested, a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 1417. An act to amend title 17, United
States Code, to replace copyright arbitration
royalty panels with Copyright Royalty
Judges, and for other purposes.

——
HONORING NATIONAL NURSE
PRACTITIONERS WEEK

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
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concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 500)
honoring the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Nurse Practitioners Week.
The Clerk read as follows:
H. CoN. RES. 500

Whereas there are more than 106,000 1li-
censed nurse practitioners in the United
States providing high-quality, cost-effective
health care;

Whereas nurse practitioners are registered
nurses, with advanced education and ad-
vanced clinical training, most with master’s
or post-master’s degrees;

Whereas nurse practitioners diagnose
acute and chronic conditions, prescribe
medications, treat illnesses, and counsel pa-
tients on health care issues, in coordination
with physicians and other health care pro-
viders;

Whereas the excellence, safety, and cost-ef-
fectiveness of the care provided by nurse
practitioners has been established;

Whereas nurse practitioners provide health
care to people of all ages and in diverse
health care settings, such as private office
practice, hospitals, long-term care facilities,
schools, State and local health departments,
and managed care facilities;

Whereas more than 20 percent of nurse
practitioners practice in rural settings with
populations of less than 25,000, and of the 62
percent who work in cities with populations
of more than 50,000, more than 39 percent
work in inner-city areas; and

Whereas the American Academy of Nurse
Practitioners has designated the week of No-
vember 7-13, 2004, as National Nurse Practi-
tioners Week in recognition of the many con-
tributions that this dedicated group of
health care professionals makes to the
health and well-being of the people in the
communities they serve in this great coun-
try: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) honors the goals and ideals of National
Nurse Practitioners Week; and

(2) offers sincere support to nurse practi-
tioners around the country as they continue
to provide high-quality health care to many
Americans.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) and the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the House Concurrent Resolution
500.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H. Con. Res. 500, honoring the goals
and ideals of National Nurse Practi-
tioners Week, introduced by the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS).

The American Academy of Nurse
Practitioners has designated the week
of November 7 through 13, 2004, as Na-
tional Nurse Practitioners Week in rec-
ognition of the many contributions
that this dedicated group of health
care professionals makes to the people
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